
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—APRIL 2022 NEWSLETTER 

 1 

  April 2022 

Wouldn’t it be sad if this was their last Sunday to come to church? When a newcomer attends worship, we 
have an opportunity to help make that particular Sunday a meaningful one for them. But what if we miss the 
opportunity? What if we notice an unfamiliar face but assume someone sitting nearer will make an effort to 
greet them? What if everybody else used that same rationale and no other church member said anything to 
the newcomer? What if a newcomer shook the pastor’s hand on the way out, and you figured the pastor got 
all their info and made them feel welcome so nothing else was said to them? Wouldn’t it be sad it they never 
came back? 

Without question, FPC is a friendly church. We greet one another on Sunday mornings, and at our other gath-
erings, as friends. We appreciate seeing each other and we miss each other when we are away. Many of us 
have been coming to church here for a long time and it feels very comfortable to us here, so we forget what 
it feels like to visit for the first time. I believe we need a plan to make sure we do not miss the opportunity to 
extend hospitality to visitors; whether they are first-time visitors or regularly-attending visitors. In fact, hospi-
tality is not merely the practice of making visitors feel welcome, hospitality is the ethos of a place where eve-
ryone matters, and everyone has a place. 

John Cogley was a writer who observed the practices and culture of the church. In 1947, he wrote the follow-
ing in an article about hospitality in The Catholic Worker, “Hospitality is derived from the Latin word for 
‘guest.’ It expresses a relationship between equal people: host and guest. It is bound by the rules of courtesy 
and human companionship, and ruled by the law of charity. There are always men and women who need 
hospitality. There are, in an imperfect world of imperfect men and women, always those who need a calling 
back to life, a restoration of personality. Hospitality reminds people that they are sisters and brothers, chil-
dren of God, dependent on others and capable of being depended on by others. It is not surprising that God 
should use the hospitality people give each other as an instrument of God’s grace.” 

On Sunday, April 24, I will be preaching on Christian hospitality; on extending hospitality, on receiving hospi-
tality, and on living in a community that is made by hospitality. This will be the beginning point for developing 
a hospitality plan and hospitality team here to make visitors and new friends feel welcome and make it easy 
for them to become involved in the life and ministry of this church. Because we are a friendly church, and be-
cause we want other people to know how friendly we are. So, I want us to agree upon a plan to be sure we 
all understand our role in true hospitality. I want us to provide many opportunities for other people to experi-
ence the love and grace of Christian hospitality. 

+grace and peace, 

Pastor Joe 

On the first Sunday in spring, Pastor Joe 
talked with Heidi and O.B. about how God 
shows us His grace as the flowers and the 
grass come alive again.  Afterwards Heidi 
found daffodils that were getting ready to 
bloom.  Thank you God for your grace and 
springtime! 
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Clerk’s 

Corner 
February and March 2022 

Session Recap 

Pastor Joe opened both meetings with prayer and 
thanked the individual providing our lunch. The Clerk 
reported a quorum was present at both meetings. 
The current membership total remains unchanged at 
96 since the February meeting.  
 Session approved: 
• the January 16 meeting minutes. 
• the February 27 minutes with one date correc-

tion.  
• the vacation requests from Pastor Joe. He was on 

vacation February 17 through February 20. He 
was originally approved to take leave in January, 
but the trip was postponed due to weather. We 
approved a vacation request for four days from 
March 28 – March 31.  

• the contract addendum to allow the Montessori 
school to utilize additional space. They will paint 
and update the rooms at their cost. This added 
space will be used for the 2022-23 school year. 

Information received:  
• copies of the Deacon’s minutes for information.  
• the Pastor’s report which includes pastoral care 

contacts, information on the weekly Cornerstone 
class, community activities, Pastor’s study leave, 
and Presbytery meetings attended. 

• copies of various Presbytery events.    

Committee Reports: 
CLS: No formal meeting in February or March. The 
committee plans to have another after worship gath-
ering in May. This fellowship time was formally 
called Meet-N-Eat, but the name has changed to 
Sunday Fun Day. Watch for more details. 
The Mission sub-committee is looking for new mis-
sion projects since we are no longer preparing meals 
at St. Vincent. If you have a suggestion, please con-
tact Diane Sondergelt. 
Operations: 
The property committee has been busy trying to re-
solve the roof issues which cause leaks when we 
have heavy rain. This is an ongoing issue which is not 
yet resolved. Various lights are in the process of be-
ing repaired or replaced. The programmable thermo-
stats need some adjustment. Mitch will contact the 
company to have them perform this maintenance.  
The parking lot will be resealed this year when the 
weather is better. Bill McMillan negotiated a new 
Insurance contract.   
Personnel: The committee is working on a congrega-
tional survey.  
Additional Information:  

Session Records review for the years 2020 and 2021 
has been completed and the records passed without 
exception.  
 
Kathleen Seewer 
2022 Clerk of Session 

Adult Christian Education News 

Cornerstone Class meets each Wednesday at 2:00 pm 

in the Lounge.  We are studying the book of Psalms 

during Lent.  Please see Pastor Joe for the latest infor-

mation.  You can join in any time without being at pri-

or classes.  All are welcome. Snacks are served.   

 

Come join us! 
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL 
OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 

Happy April!  We are starting to see signs of new life around the church.  Daffodils are coming up, buds are 
on the trees, and the grass is getting green.  It is the season of fresh starts and new beginnings - my favorite 
time of the year.  There has been a lot of activity in the life of the church this past month.  It started off with 
Pastor Joe conducting drive through Ash Wednesday blessings and imposing of ashes.  A total of 29 peo-
ple were part of this new tradition that was created out of necessity during the COVID shutdown, but seems 
to be a popular way to reach out to members of the church and our community.   This session of the Corner-
stone class has been very well attended.  Pastor Joe has chosen a couple of Psalms and the class has broken 
them down verse by verse in order to gain a better understanding of them.  Soon, the class will be studying 
specific books of the Bible.  There is always great conversation, great communication and even more fun - 
great snacks!  A new Walking Group was started, and even though the first walk was on a rainy, cool day, 
they had a great turnout as they walked from the church to downtown Fairborn to see the new mural that 
was painted on the library.  They went across the street and had a warm drink to warm them up, and a light 
breakfast (I heard some of them had a piece of yummy pie!).  My family and I would have participated, but 
our little legs wouldn't allow us to keep up with them, so we waited until they returned, hoping they saved 
us a few crumbs.  They also went to see the church building that housed this congregation up until 1959.  I 
remember my grandfather telling me some fun stories about the previous building and about all the great 
hiding spots there.  The church ladies also whipped up a great lunch for the members of the Fairborn Senior 
Center and had a great turn-out.  Everyone raved about their chili!  We were lucky that some of the leftovers 
were brought back and shared that afternoon with the Cornerstone Class. Last, but not least, 12 members 
and friends of the church made 15 blankets for the Fairborn Schools Transitional Living Program.  The partici-
pants enjoyed a nice lunch and fellowship time together when they finished.  These blankets 
are a well loved item by the kids - some of them even use them as additional warmth when 
they walk to school! 
I know everyone is patiently waiting and looking forward to Easter Sunday while they pray and 
practice a new challenge every day through Lent. Bless you all. Enjoy the beauty of this new 
season!  ~Ecclesial Mouse 

Dear First Presbyterian Church        
Fairborn, 
Thank you so much for you donation of 
$1260 to Fairborn FISH  Your donation 
will help our 50 volunteers, including 
your Pastor Joe, to work together to 
feed the hungry.  It is a continual re-
newal of the trust and love we receive 
from God and our community. 
In 2021, Fairborn FISH provided food 
equivalent for 376,00 meals to 31,443 
individuals.  Thank you for helping us 
impact the lives of our neighbors and 
brighten the hearts of many.  Your sup-
port is the difference between food on 
a table or a family skipping a meal. 
Sincerely, 
Jane and Bill 
Doorley 
FISH Managers  

What do you think? 
The Personnel Committee wants to know! 

One of the essentials for a harmonious, productive 
and nourishing relationship between our Pastor and 
the Congregation is ensuring that the expectations 

of both the Congregation and the Pastor are aligned and are being 
met.  To that end, the Personnel Committee is seeking your feed-
back as it relates to the eight essential functions currently listed 
and prioritized in Pastor Joe's annual contract.  We will be mailing 
out surveys the week of April 4-8 and asking that they be returned 
to church on or before April 17.  Members of the Personnel Com-
mittee will summarize the responses and report only the summary 
information to the Pastor, Session and the Congregation.  The re-
sults of the survey will be used to update job descriptions, deter-
mine where more or less attention is needed, and generally work 
on new ways the First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn can share 
the Word of God and continue the work of Jesus Christ on Earth.   
If you have any questions, please reach out to Personnel Com-
mittee members Troy Oliver, Dixie Jenkins or David Sellers.  Thank 
you for telling us what you think! 
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O.B. oversaw operations as twelve of 
us gathered to make fifteen blankets 
for our Transitional Living mission 
with Fairborn schools.  We also en-
joyed lunch together during our 
break.  We have more fabric for more 
blankets so look for another blanket 
party in the future.  Thank you to all 
the blanket makers! 

Pastor Joe offers 
prayers and imposes 

ashes to car         
passengers on Ash 
Wednesday as cars 
come through the 

parking lot. 

We will hold a service with com-

munion on Maundy Thursday at 

6:00 pm.  Please share the joy of 

Easter with us as we worship to-

gether on Easter Sunday at 

10:15 am.  All are welcome. 
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Ken Gadd’s Supper Club enjoying good food with good friends 

at Wellington Grill in Beavercreek 

Despite a rainy morning, the First Presbyterian Church 
Fairborn Walking Club, in their new T-shirts, enjoyed a 
walk from our current building to the original church 
building.  The original building was moved from Osborn 
due to the floods and is now located on Grand Avenue.  
The group stopped to enjoy the new mural on the Fair-
born library.  They also stopped at Lefty’s in downtown 
Fairborn for coffee and snacks.  The group is planning an-
other walk soon.  Watch for more info to come. 

 
Hope Circle meets 
the first Monday 
each month at 
1pm in the Lounge 
for discussions of 
a selected book 
and a time of fel-
lowship.  Please 
see Judy Myers for 
more information.  
All are welcome.   

We were very sorry to 

hear that longtime mem-

ber, Ardene Roberts, 

passed away on March 29, 

2022 in Colorado.  Please 

keep Gordon and the en-

tire Roberts family in your 

prayers. 
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  Happy Birthday! 

 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Fairborn, 
I would personally like to thank you for making our 
work possible during this incredibly challenging 
time. Your generosity supports our ability to en-
hance programming and ensure our participants are 
still able to create and heal.  Your kindness inspires 
us to look beyond the daily challenges and pour our 
hearts into a full, safe environment for our artists 
with disabilities and mental health diagnoses. 
With deep gratitude, 
Darlene Langhout 
Executive Director, 
We Care Arts 

Apr    3 Bette Malavich 
   4 Jan Smith 
 10 Erin Grace McMillan 
 11 Tricia McMillan 
 12 Bob Hendrix 
 17 Darrel Leister 
 21 M. Delores Calhoun 
       Emily Haynes 
 24 Frank Lowe 
 27 Heidi Sommer 
 28 Terry Riselay  

    Easter Lily Order Form                             

It is suggested that gifts be at least $17.50 but may be up to any amount you wish.  This form and your check 

need to be received by Wednesday, April 13th.  The check should be made payable to First Presbyterian 

Church and marked “Easter Lilies.” 

Enclosed is my check for $_____________ for lilies 

In memory of_______In honor of_______Celebrating   (circle one)  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________  

Given by______________________________________________________________________ 

(Please print names as you wish them to appear in the bulletin on Easter Sunday, April 17th.) 

I       wish___do not wish        to take my  lily home after worship on Easter Sunday.  (circle one) 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Fairborn, 
Throughout the holy season of Lent and Easter, Chris-
tians reverently observe Jesus’ walk through the lone-
some valley of suffering towards resurrection.  Jesus 
walked this way before us and we walk with one an-
other for His sake. 
Because of your gift of $1950 to Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA) we have been able to exhibit resur-
rection of life by helping others worldwide rebuild 
their lives in the wake of fires, floods, tornados, and 
mass displacement due to war.  Currently we are 
standing with the people in Eastern Europe carrying 
supplies and welcoming the millions of Ukrainians 
fleeing their homes, helping tornado victims in May-
field, KY, aiding fire victims in multiple U.S. locations, 
and working with Presbyteries and ecumenical re-
settlement partners to help some of the more than 
100,000 people brought to the U.S. due to the crisis in 
Afghanistan.  Because of you and your gifts we are 
able to say there is hope and healing.  Thank you in 
the name of the suffering and risen Lord. 
Grace and peace, 
The Rev. Dr. Laurie A. Kraus 
Director, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
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April 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

10:15 am 
Worship with 
Communion 

4 

1:00 pm            
Hope Circle  —

Lounge 

 

 

5 6 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 

7 8 

 

 

 

9 

10 

10:15 am 
Worship 

11 12 13 
12:30 pm 

Property Comm 
2:00 pm 

            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 

14 
6:00 pm  
Maundy   
Thursday     

Service with 
Communion 

 

15 

Good Friday 

16 

17 

10:15 am 
Worship 

Easter Sunday 

18 19 20 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 

21 22 23 

24 
10:15 am 
Worship 

 
11:30 am 

Session Mtg 

25 26 

Lifeline Articles 
due in office 

27 
11:30 am 

Sr. Ctr Lunch 
 

2:00 pm            
Cornerstone  

Class —Lounge 

28 29 30 
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Articles for the May Lifeline need  to be  in the office by April 26. 
There will be a limited number of copies of the Lifeline 

in the lower narthex at the Welcome/Visitors table if you want to pick one up.        
_____________ 

Please let the office  know of any meetings that you have scheduled in the church building  
so that we can maintain an accurate calendar and answer questions as folks call. 

SCHOOL PANTRY NEEDS 
A shopping list is provided for your use.  Any items collected will be divided between the Fairborn 
School Pantry and the Wright State Pantry.  You can leave items in the bins in the narthex.  If you 
need help with shopping or with pick-up and delivery, just let me know.  I’ll be happy to help. 
Linda Hartsock 
School Pantry Coordinator 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pasta Noodles     Oatmeal     Crackers 
Pasta Sauce     Pancake Mix (add water only)  Snacks 
Ravioli (Can or individual)   Pancake Syrup     Canned Vegetables  
Soup      Poptarts     Juice 
Rice and Noodle Mixes   Nuts      Paper Towels 
Mac and Cheese (Box or individual)  Pudding     Toilet Paper 
Tuna and Chicken cans   Fruit cups     Shampoo/Cond. 
Vegetable Oil/Spray    Peanut Butter     Body Wash 
Cereal      Jelly      Feminine Hygiene 

Lifeline—the monthly newsletter of the   
First Presbyterian Church of Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr.,  Fairborn, OH  45324 
phone:  937-878-3954 

email:  firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Wednesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday and Tuesday) 

 
“The Friendliest Church in Town” 

 
Sunday Worship:  10:15 am with an on-line option from the church website 

 
Pastor:  Reverend Joe Hinds 

    email:  pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com 
Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 
Choir Director:  Shelda Cox 

Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman   

SESSION 
Moderator: Reverend Joe Hinds 

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Julie Brown, Dixie Jenkins, Art Myers, 

Troy Oliver, David Sellers, Roland Sommer, and Diane Sondergelt  

mailto:firstpresbyterianfairborn@gmail.com
mailto:pastorjoe1stpres@gmail.com

